
June 15 deadline
machine voting is now
available at courthouse
The last day for registered voters

to request a paper mail-in absentee
ballot for the upcoming primary
election is June 15. Due to COVID-
19, machine voting for the June 23
primary election is already available
at the county clerk’s office on the
main floor of the Crittenden County
Courthouse. Registered voters
should bring their driver’s license or
other form of identification during
normal business hours, 8 a.m., to 4
p.m., in order to cast ballots in the
primary election, which was post-
poned until this month due to pan-
demic concerns. Paper ballots may
also be requested by calling the
clerk’s office at 270-965-3403 or
emailing the clerk at carolyn.by-
ford@ky.gov. You may also request
a ballot at the State Board of Elec-
tions website. Due to the coron-
avirus, there will be just one voting
precinct in Crittenden County on
Election Day, June 23. The only vot-
ing location will be at the court-
house from 6 a.m., until 6 p.m.
Anyone can vote on the machine in
the courthouse prior to that date.
Independents may also vote in this
election, but they are limited to just
one race which is for Kentucky
Court of Appeals where local Circuit
Judge Rene Williams is among the
candidates.

Local independent files
for 4th state house race
Austin Valentine Jr., of Creekside

Circle in Marion, filed last week as
an independent candidate for the
4th District Kentucky State House of
Representatives seat. He will face
Republican incumbent Lynn Bechler
of Marion and Democratic chal-
lenger Alonzo Pennington of Prince-
ton in the Nov. 3 general election.
All 100 seats in the Kentucky House
of Representatives are up for elec-
tion in November. In the 2018 gen-
eral election, the House’s
Republican majority decreased from
62-37 (with one vacant) to 61-39.

Community Christmas
Yep, it’s already that time and

volunteers are needed each Friday
through July. Call Crystal Wes-
moland at 270-965-3525 if you can
help. You can also register online.
Look for the Community Christmas
headline at The-Press.com. We have
posted a link to the sign-up page
for volunteers. Donations of all
sorts are also being sought. They
can be dropped off on Fridays from
9 a.m., until 1 p.m., at the armory.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Marion City Council will meet in

regular session at 5 p.m., Monday,
June 15 at city hall.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet in regular session at 8:30
a.m., on Thursday, June 18 at the
courthouse.
•Crittenden County Board of Ed-

ucation will have its next regular
meeting at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday,
June 23 at Rocket Arena.
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MORE ATHLETES RETURNING TO ACTION
Senior CCHS golfer Sam Greenwell back in the swing, page 4

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

   Coldest      Hottest        Wettest
     Day            Day             Day
   32.6      87.7       0.77
   Sat., May 9     Mon., May 25     Tue., May 26

MAY 2020

                                             2020        2019       2018        2017      2016
Average Temp      63.4      68.1     73.3     68.5    63.3
Coldest Day         32.6      41.0     49.8     40.8    38.8
Hottest Day          87.7      87.0     88.6     84.2    84.3
Precipitation        4.14      5.55      5.3      4.61     5.4
Wettest Day          0.77      1.32      1.4      1.36    1.39

n After the driest April in more than five years,
May’s rainfall was just three-thenths of an inch
below normal. May was a bit cooler than the
same months over the past five years, about
three degees below the 66.78 average.

STAFF REPORT
Getting a summer job and dat-

ing are among the rites of pas-
sage interrupted by the
coronavirus, particularly for
prospective new 16-year-old driv-
ers who have been lost in limbo
for weeks.
Local teens say they mostly un-

derstand the situation, but are
left to navigate an arduous and
inconvenient set of circum-

stances that make getting behind
the wheel a trying process for
them and their parents.
“It’s been pretty frustrating just

waiting. I started looking at cars
when I was 13, so as soon as I
turned 16 I could starting driv-
ing,” said Luke Mundy of Marion,
whose 16th birthday was in early
April about the time COVID-19
restrictions peaked.
Mundy was finally able to take

his driving permit test in Madis-
onville a few days ago. There is
currently no testing in Crittenden
County. The Kentucky State Po-
lice, which is responsible for test-
ing new drivers, says it’s working
with circuit clerks in Kentucky
counties to offer services where
COVID-19 safety protocols can
be met. Right now, about two-

See DRIVERS/page 9

Riverview Park lands
‘attractive’ boat dock
Tourism official says
more development
is possible on shore
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County has been fish-

ing for money to build a seasonal
boat dock at Riverview Park well be-
fore it was called Riverview Park.
Something is now on the hook, and

this time it shouldn’t get away.
A request for bid notice went out

last week that will include design and
engineering plans for a floating cour-
tesy dock. Bids will be opened at the
June 18 fiscal court meeting.
The dock will provide short-term tie

up, primarily for launching and re-
turning watercraft. There will be no

longterm mooring there. 
The dock could be functional by

late this summer or fall, said Critten-
den County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom.
Tanner Tabor, president of the

Marion Tourism Commission, says
the dock is a huge step toward im-
proving Riverview Park for tourism
and perhaps attracting competitive
fishing tournaments. Tabor was once
a tournament director for Cabela’s
and Crappie USA fishing events. 
“A whole lot of communities only

wish they could have as much shore-
line as we do,” Tabor said. “From a
tourism standpoint, having a dock on
the Ohio River will definitely increase
the attractiveness of the park. It will
make it easier for recreational
boaters and will also make it more 

See DOCK/page 2

STAFF REPORT
When schools reopen with

new COVID-19 guidelines in
place, School Superintendent
Vince Clark says masks will
be part of the equation.
However, they will not

likely be worn all day by stu-
dents and teachers.
Clark made his comment

last week during a Critten-
denPress NewsTalk broad-
cast on the newspaper’s
social media platforms and
website. 
For about 30 minutes,

Clark discussed what school

might look like when it re-
opens for the new semester.
Although many details re-
main unclear, Clark said he
wants the academic calendar
to begin on a traditional
timetable. Before COVID-19
reshuffled the deck for school
administrators, Crittenden
County was set to be back in
class for the fall term on Aug.
11. The superintendent be-
lieves that is still a strong
possibility, but as nearly
everything else that has gone
along with this pandemic,
the dynamics are changing

daily.
It’s that ever-moving target

that may just be the school
district’s saving grace, Clark
adds. He points to how
scholastic sports are starting
to return to offseason work-
outs.
“Every two weeks these

things open up a little more,”
he said. “What’s going to im-
pact this are numbers, if the
virus levels off or spikes.
That’s why it’s important
that we continue to mask up 

See BACK/page 9

CrittendenPress
NewsTalk
See Suptintendent

Vince Clark’s full inter-
view at The-Press.com
and on our Facebook
and YouTube channels.

What will it look like in the fall?

2 Months Until Back to School

Brakes Released for COVID-16s
2 or 3

months is
a lifetime
for a teen
turning 16
and ready

to roll

Trace Derrington is among area
teens who turned 16 during the
pandemic shutdown. They’re
just now getting a chance to
take driving tests again.



Koon
Patricia Diann Koon,

71, of Marion, formerly of
Salem, died Wednesday,
June 3, 2020 at Critten-
den Community Hospi-
tal.    
She was

born June 4,
1948 to the
late Wilson
Wayne and
Nellie Evelyn
H u r l e y
Cosby in
Marion.  She was a mem-
ber of Calvary Baptist
Church in Crayne. 
Surviving are her son,

Danny Koon (Laura) of
Marion; sisters, Lisa
Woodall of Marion and
Flo Fondaw of Smith-
land; and granddaughter,
Meighan Koon of Marion.
She was preceded in

death by her husband
James “Bunny” Koon;
daughter, Sonja Renae
Koon; brother, Elbridge
Cosby; and her parents.
Services were Satur-

day, June 6 in the chapel
of Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation Serv-
ice with Rev. Kenny
Odom officiating. Burial
was at Tyners Chapel
Cemetery.

Mary Helen

Head
Mary Helen (Roberts)

Head, 90, of Burna and
the Cedar Grove commu-
nity died Thursday, June
4, 2020, at
S a l e m
Spr ing lake
Health and
Rehabil ita-
tion Center.
She was

born Oct. 7,
1929. She was an accom-
plished seamstress who
loved to sew, was a great
cook, and attended many
ballgames in support of
her children and grand-
children. She was also a
member of Hampton
United Methodist
Church. 
Surviving are three

daughters, Connie
(Richard) Watkins of Led-
better, Marilyn (Mike)
Riley of Salem and Sheila
(Darryl) Chittenden of
Salem; a son, Stan (Lisa)
Head of Salem; nine
grandchildren, Dr. Cara
(Karl) Hammonds of Pad-
ucah, Crista (Jonathan)
Maddux of Marion, Kyle
(Tasha) Riley of Paducah,
Kurt (Brittany) Riley of
Paducah, Andrea (Gar-
rett) Carman of Hardins-
burg, Brett Chittenden of
Salem, Mary Beth Head
of Paducah, Jennifer
Head of Salem and
Cameron Head of Salem;
11 great-grandchildren,
Carsen Hammonds and
Caiden Hammonds both
of Paducah, Catelynn
Maddux and Caleigh
Maddux both of Marion,
Baleigh Riley, Sadie
Riley, Leah Riley, Layton
Riley and Landry Riley all
of Paducah, Logan Car-
man and Gavin Carman
both of Hardinsburg, Ill.;
a brother, Vernon
Roberts of Evansville, IN;
and a sister-in-law, Fran
Arnold of Indianapolis,
Ind.; and several nieces
and nephews.
She was preceded in

death by her husband of
57 years, Grover C.
Head; granddaughter,
Leigh Ann Riley; parents,
Jim and Myrtie Roberts;
two brothers, James
Roberts and Johnnie
Roberts; five sisters,
Laura Dunning, Susie
Woodring, Mayme
Phillips, Rebecca Vertz,
Faye Roberts.
Services were Sunday,

June 7 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services,
with Rev. E. J. Saint offi-
ciating. Burial was at
Cedar Grove Cemetery.

Landry-Brown
Madonna Landry-

Brown, 53, of Marion
died Friday, June 5,
2020 at her home.
She was a member of

St. William Catholic
Church in Marion.
Surviving are her son,

Steven Landry of Florida;
her parents, Robert and
Jane Anne Landry of
Cadiz; a brother, John
Landry of Florida; and
two grandchildren.
Private services will be

at a later date.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Manus
Vivian Alice

(Archuletta)
Manus, 73, of
Burna died
Monday, June
8, 2020 at her home. 
She ws born on July

21, 1946 in Taos, N.M.,
to the late Flavio and
Trinidad Baca
Archuletta. She worked
25 years as a relay as-
sembler in a local factory.
As an active member of
Pinckneyville Baptist
Church, she taught vaca-
tion Bible school and
Sunday school.  
Surviving are her hus-

band of 55 years, Harold
Manus of Burna; daugh-
ters, Rhonda Hayes (Tim)
of Burna and Cristie
Arflack (Chuck) of Salem;
son, Donny (Melissa)
Archuletta of Pueblo,
Colo.; sisters, Frieda
Schelske (Bill) of Michi-
gan, Amy Soto of Pueblo,
Colo., Lorraine Estrada
(Norman) of Pueblo and
Rita Valdez (Joe) of
Pueblo; a brother, Harold
Archuletta (Val) of
Pueblo; seven grandchil-
dren, Shea Hayes (Debb
Beyer), Sean Hayes, Tris-
ten Arflack, Emilee
Arflack, Aiden Carver,
Donny Archuletta Jr.,
and Kayla Archuetta;
three great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces
and nephews.
She was preceded in

death by two brothers,
Floyd and Jesse
Archuletta; a sister,
Patsy; and her parents.
Services will be at 2

p.m., Saturday, June 13,
2020 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services,
with Rev. Jim Wring, Rev.
Gerald Cannon and Rev.
Michael Dickerson offici-
ating. 
A private burial will

occur at a later date in
Pinckneyville Cemetery. 
Friends may visit with

the family from noon
until the funeral hour on
Saturday.

Belt
William Belt, 42, of

Marion died June 5,
2020 at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center. 
Surviving are his wife,

Nicole Belt; mother Car-
olyn Driver; brother, Lan-
don Driver; four children,
Gabriel Belt, Nikolai Fer-
nandez, Heather Tidwell
and Faith Pryor; and four
grandchildren.
A family memorial will

be held at a later date. 
Paid Death Notice

Hog Rock this
week in Illinois
The motorcycle race in

Cave In Rock Illinois
known as HogRock will be
held this weekend.
The event runs from

Thursday through Sunday.
It customarily draws a
large crowd, including bik-
ers and bike enthusiasts
from all over the United
States.
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Continued from page 1
appealing as a tourna-
ment location.” 
Most older residents

know the Ohio River site
by another name – the
Dam 50 Recreation Area.
It is located at the end of
Ky. 387 off Ky. 91 North
in remote Crittenden
County. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Lock
and Dam No. 50 was
once located there. When
the dam was removed,
the property was deeded
to the county in 1980.
Because it has a concrete
boat launching ramp,
recreational boaters and
fishermen have long used
it to access the river, but
traffic at the park has
greatly increased since
2008 when the county
developed a handful of
campsites. The Smith-
land Pool – as that part of
the river is designated – is
suitable for all sorts of
water recreation. 
Riverview Park now fea-

tures seven full-service
RV hookups, primitive
camping, three picnic
pavilions and playground
equipment.
The dream of building a

portable, seasonable
docking facility at the
park was conceived not
long after the county got
title to the land 40 years
ago. In 2014, a proposal
for a dock was side-
tracked when it didn’t
qualify for necessary
grant funds. County lead-
ers reapplied for funding,
and in 2017 Crittenden
County was granted
$44,000 to install a dock. 
During times of high

water, the dock can be
pulled out of the river. It
will be able to accommo-
date about four water-
craft at any given time.
Tabor said the tourism

commission – which has
been managing the park
and its camping sites for
several years – is open to
the idea of partnering
with others to further de-
velop Riverview Park.
Once engineering is

completed, Newcom said
county road crews will
likely build the concrete
abutments to which the
floating dock and gang-
ways will be secured. The
dock and walkway will be
pre-fabricated. Newcom
said engineers will also
determine the best spot
for the dock.
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50 YEARS AGO
June 11, 1970
n Luther F. Cole concluded
a 261⁄2-year career with the
Kentucky State Police as
he retired from his former
position. Cole was a 1936
graduate of Shady Grove
High School and served
five counties in his posi-
tion, with one of them
being Crittenden. 
n Mrs. Suzanne James,
daughter of the Rev. and
Mrs. Charles L. Hulse of
Marion accepted a $3,000
fellowship at State Univer-
sity of New York at Albany
New York to do her gradu-
ate work in the field of
criminal justice. 
n Two young Crittenden
men enlisted in the Air
Force. Jonas C. Green Jr.
and Joe A. Grimes joined
in the United States Air
Force. Both were gradu-
ates of Crittenden County
High School. 

25 YEARS AGO
June 15, 1995
n Crittenden County High
School experienced per-
sonnel changes when John
Lawson resigned as assis-
tant principal and Roger
Cook began as the
school's principal.
n Charles E. Hoover of
Marion and Natalie J. Peek
of Tiline were named 1995
Governor's Scholars.
Hoover attended Critten-
den County High School
while Peek attended Liv-
ingston Central High
School. 
n Melissa Wesley, Michele
Stone and Jennifer Kings-

ley were all headed to the
Kentucky High School
Rodeo Association Finals.
Stone was also a con-
tender for the Kentucky
High School Rodeo
Queen, a title won the last
two year's by Kingsley.  

10 YEARS AGO
June 10, 2010
n Sandra Herrin and Cindy
Williams worked to put a
new blue and white paint
job on the rocket that
stands in front of Critten-
den County Middle School. 
n Almost 50 youngsters
participated in Hurricane
Youth Camp while dozens
of adults attended nightly
services during the 122nd
Hurricane Camp Meeting.
Missionary Steve English -
a Marion native - was the
evangelist with nightly
preaching. 
n Six Crittenden County
Elementary School stu-
dents were named the top
Accelerated Readers. Pri-
mary winners were James
Crider, Shelby Brown and
Emmie Smith. The inter-
mediate winners were
Emily Tinsley, Jessi Brewer
and Emily Hall. 

Eight cases confirmed
in Crittenden County
Crittenden County has an-
other positive case of
COVID-19, bringing the
county’s total since the
pandemic began to eight
cases. The latest case is a
65-year-old man. Informa-
tion about the new case
was released late last
week.
Since May 28, there have
been three new confirmed
cases announced in Crit-
tenden County. 
Since COVID-19 testing

started here in March, one
person who tested positive
has died. Five of the re-
maining eight have recov-
ered.
Of those testing positive

here to date, four have
been women and four have
been men. A 37-year-old
woman is the youngest,
and first under 40, to test
positive.
The county’s only death,

a female who died on April
18, was Kathy Schroeder.
She was 59 and had un-
derlying health issues. Her
husband also tested posi-
tive and was hospitalized
for a time, but he has since
recovered.

COUNTY PVA
Ronnie Heady

Let’s meet Ronnie
Heady, Crittenden
County's Property Valua-
tion Administrator (PVA).
He was first elected in
1998 and has been the
PVA for 21 years.

Q: What does your
daily schedule look like?

A: My daily schedule
differs and every day is not
the same thing. We deal
with taxpayers and any
kind of property that is tax-
able. We start at 8 a.m.,
and end at 4 p.m. Some
days we will go out into the
county and assess prop-
erty, some days we'll stay
at the office and just wait
on taxpayers. 

Q: Are there things
that reduce property val-
ues? If so, what are they?

A: Negligence would
reduce a person's value.
Market would reduce a
person's value. Interest
rates are really favorable
right now for people who
are wanting to buy and re-
finance. Mainly the thing
that would reduce a per-
son's property value is ei-
ther the market or just
people not taking care of
their property. 

Q: How often do you
do quadrant re-evaluation?

A: We reassess every
property every year, and
that doesn't mean we
physically look at every
property. When we send
everything into Frankfort, it
may not change that year,
but that is considered a re-
assessment. However, we
physically look at a piece

of property every four
years. Right now we are in
the Northern section of
Tolu and Sheridan. The
county is blocked off into
four sections; the Tolu-
Sheridan area, the
Frances-Dycusburg area,
the Shady Grove-Mattoon
area and the city of Mar-
ion. That's how we break
that down for re-evalua-
tions. 

Q: What does your
staff consist of and what
are their duties?

A: My staff consists of
two and a half positions
and three people. About 10
years ago the state of Ken-
tucky started downsizing,
they did it by attrition.
When they refigured every-
body, I was only scheduled
for two and a half employ-
ees. They didn't lay any-
body off since we had
three, just when that third
person retired, then I only
had a part-time position
back. One person works
three days and we just try
to split the work up. In a
small county, the PVA
themselves has to do the
work too. I go out into the
field, I measure, I do co-
changes and a lot of com-
puter work as well. I do all
the mapping and the up-
dating. Jody Napier is now
doing the transfers, but
she's only part-time so
Libby Hodge is helping her
with that. I have Libby
working on the reviews,
meaning that she will be
the one doing the re-
assessing and looking at
property, and I will do that
with her. Sherry Tinsley
does the tangibles. I an-
swer the hard questions,
including the gripes and
complaints, but most
everyone around here is
pretty good. 

Q: What is your fa-
vorite part about being

PVA? 

A: What stands out to
me most is the people I've
met. I'm in a position
where I have the opportu-
nity to meet elected offi-
cials from across the state
and have the chance to
have 1-on-1 conversations
with them. It feels good to
be able to shake hands
with someone regardless
of where they're from or
what party they are. I can
basically say I know some-
body in every county of the
state, and that's a good
feeling. You're closer to
those of the counties that
surround you and the peo-
ple you came in with. I
came in at the same time
as the PVA of Graves
County, and we have be-
come great friends be-
cause we both came in 21
years ago. It's a rewarding
job, but a highly stressful
job. It's not for everybody,
but I am glad that I did it
because I feel like I'm
making a difference. I'm
proud of the fact that I am
a Democrat who has
worked well with the Re-
publicans. Since I've been
in this position, I have had
a Republican clerk, a Re-
publican sheriff, and a Re-
publican judge. We've
always gotten along great;
no issues and politics has
never played any part of it.
I'm proud of that. 

STAFF REPORT
There will be public

hearings Thursday, June
25 at City Hall as the
Marion Planning and
Zoning Commission con-
siders requests for zon-
ing changes for three
properties inside the
Marion City Limits.
The hearings will begin

at 6 p.m.
A request for a Zoning

Map Amendment for
property located at 154
Pippi Hardin Boulevard
has been filed with the
planning commission.  A
request to rezone the
property from Industrial-

2 to Residential-3 will be
considered. This address
is inside Industrial Park
North and is a residential
home.
Another request for a

Zoning Map Amendment
will be heard for property
located at 533 East
Depot Street. A request
has been issued to re-
zone the property from
Residential-3 to Com-
mercial-3. The request
will be considered by the
commission. This is a va-
cant lot, and was for-
merly Brown’s Physical
Therapy. The building
has since been torn

down.
Lastly is a request for a

Zoning Map Amendment
for property located at
312 West Gum Street. A
request to rezone the
property from Commer-
cial-1 to Industrial-1 will
be considered. This is the
former Southern States
building. It is owned by
local businessman Char-
lie Hunt. Another local
businessman, Kent Mar-
tin, has been renovating
the building.
Planning and Zoning

Commission meetings
are open to the public.

Public hearing scheduled for zoning changes

Police needing help to
identify Salem suspect
Authorities are looking for

information that might help
them solve a theft at Salem’s
Tambco Service Center.
The incident happened on

Thursday, May 14 about 2:35
p.m. State Police say a His-
panic suspect took several
items from the convenience
store. Surveillance video
shows a man wearing a black
baseball cap turned back-
wards, black shorts, a dark
colored jacket with a white
stripe across the front, a blue
and white T-shirt, and black Nike shoes. He was
driving a silver car with tinted windows. 
Anyone with information is asked to contact Liv-

ingston County authorities at 270-928-2122 or
state police at 800-222-5555.

LIVESTOCK MARKET REPORT
From sale on June 2 at Livingston Co. Livestock Market -
Ledbetter, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. Total head
433. Feeder Cattle: 370, Slaughter Cattle 34, Replacement
Cattle 29. Compared to previous week: Feeder cattle traded
steady to 5.00 higher. Slaughter cows and bulls traded mostly
steady. Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 25%.
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
1 185 185 195.00 195.00
2 247 247 201.00 201.00
4 275-298 292 179.00-189.00 186.65
4 320-330 328 170.00-184.00 180.58
4 400-415 407 153.00-161.00 156.76
11 416 416 173.00 173.00 Value Added
10 460-479 474 142.00-151.00 146.57
4 532-545 537 133.00-142.00 137.96
3 557-570 561 136.00-140.00 137.35
5 605-645 632 129.00-138.00 132.41
12 603-628 617 138.00-145.00 141.93 Value Added
2 657 657 125.00 125.00
2 705-720 713 120.00-123.00 121.48
3 760-762 761 117.00-120.00 118.00
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3
2 287 287 173.00 173.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 
4 236 236 169.00 169.00
2 295 295 155.00-165.00 160.00
8 300-335 314 150.00-162.00 156.99
10 355-390 378 142.00-149.00 147.17
17 400-445 426 135.00-144.00 138.92
20 450-495 475 133.00-142.00 136.27
18 505-540 522 124.00-132.00 128.75
15 520-530 522 136.00-137.00 136.80 Value Added
4 555-582 569 125.00-133.00 129.09
19 605-642 629 117.00-126.00 121.25
11 600-610 601 125.00-128.00 127.72 Value Added
3 650-670 658 114.00-119.00 117.01
4 752 752 105.00 105.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 
1 250 250 145.00 145.00
8 315-345 335 145.00-148.00 146.35
1 385 385 139.00 139.00
3 420-445 432 126.00-133.00 130.04
2 495 495 129.00-131.00 130.00
4 555-585 566 112.00-121.00 117.76
1 645 645 105.00 105.00
1 840 840 85.00 85.00
SLAUGHTER CATTLE
COWS - Breaker 75-80%
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
4 1185-1580 1353 62.00-65.00 62.66 Average
1 1490 1490 51.00 51.00 Low
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
2 1145-1160 1153 61.00-62.00 61.50 Average
1 1205 1205 66.00 66.00 High
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
13 915-1300 1148 52.00-61.00 56.48 Average
3 785-1155 1010 46.00-50.00 48.60 Low
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
2 1600-1840 1720 86.00-95.00 90.81 Average
1 1150 1150 75.00 75.00 Low
REPLACEMENT CATTLE 
STOCK COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
<2 O 4 658 658 107.00 107.00
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
5-8 T1 3 1005-1335 1208 790.00-880.00 826.69
5-8 T2 4 1000-1440 1158 890.00-950.00 917.86
5-8 T3 1 1180 1180 1300.00 1300.00
>8 T1 1 1150 1150 650.00 650.00
>8 T2 7 970-1270 1144 530.00-775.00 673.93
>8 T3 2 1035-1155 1095 550.00-750.00 655.48
COW-CALF PAIRS 
Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf (Per Family / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
5-8 O 1 1245 1245 1275.00 1275.00
HEIFER PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf (Per Family / Actual Wt)
<2 O 3 1000 1000 1400.00 1400.00

Rescue personnel were
dragging the Cumberland
River 10 years ago this
month, searching for 19-
year-old Travis Conditt,
who drowned swimming
in the river.
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DISC GOLF
Spring league
The Spring Sunday League at
Marion Disc Golf Course will re-
turn to play this week on June
14. The league will continue
through July 19. Cost for league
play is $25. Scores will be handi-
capped. Participation is open to
all ages and genders. Contact
Rodney Travis at rodney-
travis33@gmail.com for more in-
formation or message him on
Facebook.

VOLLEYBALL
CCHS workouts
Crittenden County High

School’s volleyball team will
begin conditioning drills next
week. Coach Bayley McDonald
says these workouts are for cur-
rently rostered players only. She
said tryouts for new players will
be held later this summer. “We
plan to start having open gyms
for players wanting to come out
at a later date when we can use
balls,” McDonald said. For now,
workouts are restricted to condi-
tioning only and the use of vol-
leyballs for practice is prohibited,
as it is with all high-touch indoor
sports as specified by the
KHSAA.

GOLF
Buck & Doe days
Marion Golf and Pool will host
its annual couples Buck and Doe
Golf Tournament on June 13-14.
Cost is $150 per team. To enter
or get more information, call 270-
704-0600.

Salem 2-Man winners
Josh Holling and Chris Butler
won the Deer Lakes Golf Course
2-Man Golf Tournament last
weekend at the Salem golf
course. The duo shot a 59-59-
118 to claim the title. Mike
Richard and Jeremy Curtis shot
60-63-123 to finish second in the
two-day, 36-hole event. Ricky
McGraw and Wade Perry were
third at 64-60-124 for third place
and Chris Martin and Jeremy
Shoulders were fourth at 62-63-
125.

SHOW AND SHINE
Cruise-ins coming
Marion Show and Shine will re-
turn to the courthouse square on
Thursday, June 25. Similar
events were held last summer
and fall and experienced great
participation, said organizer
George Richter. The first in a se-
ries of monthly events will start at
5:30 p.m. Show and Shine
cruise-ins will be held monthly
through October. There is no reg-
istration or entry fees and no
prizes are awarded. However,
there will be door prizes given
away. For more information, call
Richter at 270-965--2348 or
email geom3m5@bellsouth.net.
Crittenden County Chamber of
Commerce is sponsoring the
cruise-ins and the event has its
own Facebook page at Marion,
Kentucky Show and Shine. “I
think people are looking forward
to these because they’ve been
strapped down with regulations
and such,” Richter said.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Bull Frog             May 15 - Oct. 31
Spring Squirrel    May 16 - June 19
Coyote                       Year Round
Groundhog                 Year Round
Turtles                        Year Round

BASEBALL
O’Leary pitching 68
Crittenden County High School

graduate Erik O’Leary is pitching
for Eddyville American Legion
Post 68 baseball team this sum-
mer. Crittenden County’s Jayden
Carlson and Maddox Carlson are
also on the Post 68 roster as po-
sition players, but will not be
playing full time with the club be-
cause of other travel league
baseball commitments.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

Sports The Crittenden Press

Kentucky lost some
big offensive numbers
off its 2020 softball
team with the gradua-
tion of Alex Martens
and Bailey Vicky, two of
the nation’s best offen-
sive players last season.
However, signee Erin
Coffel of Indiana will ar-
rive on campus with
some big  numbers of
her own.
She was a career .627

hitter with an on-base
percentage of .702. She
had 168 hits in only
339 at-bats and had 50
home runs, 36 doubles
and nine triples while
driving in 164 runs and
scoring 191.
Remember, too, that

she did not get to play a
senior season at Bre-
men High School — the
team won the state title
in 2019 — because of
COVID-19 but still set
the Indiana career
home run record. She
was an all-American in
2019 when she was
also the state’s
Gatorade Player of the
Year, an honor she re-
ceived again this year
even though there was
no season.
The talented Coffel

had two older brothers
who played baseball
and her father played
baseball in college. She
started playing baseball
and football at age 5 in
the yard with her broth-
ers.
“I was also born with

some natural athletic
ability,” Coffel said. “My
brothers were definitely
rough on me. They
played baseball and
football and didn’t hold
back.”
Coffel said there was

not a particular age
where she realized she
was a way above aver-
age hitter.
“Hitting is just some-

thing I do every day. So
I guess it might come
naturally but I also
work at it and there was
never that moment
when it just hit me that
I could hit,” she said. 
She’s not quit hitting,

either. She has her own
batting cage and also

has gone almost daily to
a local softball field with
her father to take
ground balls during the
COVID-19 shutdown.
She prefers to play
shortstop but can play
second base or third
base. 
“My dad has been my

coach my en-
tire life,” Cof-
fel, who had a
state record
22 homers
her sopho-
more season
when her
team was
state runner-
up, said. “He
motivates and
pushes me. If he sees
me start to slack off, he
pushes me more.”
Whatever her father

and other coaches have
taught her obviously
has worked. She struck
out just 12 times in
three years and walked
64 times. Yet she
wishes the strikeout
total was lower.
“I guess I do have a

good eye at the plate
but when I see a pitch I
can hit, I take a hack at
it,” she said.
Coffel went to her first

UK softball camp as a
seventh-grader and
later Kentucky was the
first school she visited
as a freshman during
recruiting. She admits
then she was in “awe of
everything” at UK from
the team chemistry to
the personality of the
coaches to the facilities.
“When we came back

from the Kentucky visit
I had set a visit to an-
other school and I
didn’t even want to go,”
Coffel said. “My parents
said I had to go and I
cried. I did make a few
more visits but Ken-
tucky was the one. I
had absolutely no de-
sire to go anywhere
else.”
She verbally commit-

ted as a freshman and
jokes she been on the
“academic tour like 50
times” during trips to
Lexington the last few
years to watch the team
play.

Coffel has also helped
convert some Indiana
fans to UK softball fans.
“A lot of my friends

and fans here are die-
hard Hoosier fans. But I
have gotten a lot of peo-
ple to buy some Ken-
tucky gear. A lot say
they are coming down
to watch games next
year. I think I have done
a pretty good job of
transforming them to
Kentucky fans and
that’s not easy for Indi-
ana fans to do,” Coffel
said.
If you are not im-

pressed, consider that
she also had over a 3.8
grade-point average.
“I have had to work at

my grades. It does not
come naturally like soft-
ball,” she said. “My par-
ents push me. They set
high expectations and I
try to achieve that. I am
glad they put those ex-
pectations there for me
or I might not have suc-
ceeded like I did.”
She’s also a basket-

ball standout who had
a school-record 1,273
points along with 513
rebounds, 236 assists,
226 steals, 185 deflec-
tions and 27 blocks in
94 career games. 
“I started playing bas-

ketball in middle
school. I really enjoyed
it in high school. It’s
just different than soft-
ball, more up and
down. It also helped
relax me from the stress
of softball and I am re-
ally glad I chose to play
basketball, too,” she
said.
------------------------
National college bas-

ketball and football
writer Aaron Torres re-
cently had a chance to
spend time with incom-
ing Kentucky freshman
point guard Devin
Askew of California and
came away impressed.
Torres wrote the book

“One and Fun: A Be-
hind the Scenes Look at
John Calipari and the
2010 Kentucky Wild-
cats” and now covers
UK basketball and foot-
ball for Kentucky
Sports Radio.

He said Askew was
“very mature and fun to
talk to” during his
lengthy time with him.
“What I really liked

about him is he is com-
petitive but he’s mature
and the other thing I
found is that he has no
preconceived notions
about his time at Ken-
tucky,” Torres said.
“You come to Kentucky
and know the clock is
ticking for the NBA. But
not him.”
Askew told Torres he

asked Calipari what
would happen if he was
not a one and done
player. Calipari said
then he simply would
come back and play
point guard for UK a
second season.
“He has no notions

that he will dominate
from day one and I
think that is a good
thing,” Torres said. “He
will compete like heck
to be the starting point
guard and run that
team but he has the
maturity to know who
he is.”
Torres thinks it will

help that Askew played
on an AAU team with
Jalen Green and Nimari
Burnett, two McDon-
ald’s All-Americans this
year after their play for
Prolific Prep. Green
signed a $500,000 deal
with the G-League.
“He is confident play-

ing with other good
players,” Torres said.
“He knows his role will
be to get the ball to Ter-
rence Clarke and BJ
Boston. He under-
stands that very well
coming into Kentucky.”
------------------------
New Kentucky defen-

sive line coach Anwar
Stewart was recruited
to play at Kentucky by
coach Bill Curry, a de-
fensive minded coach,
and finished his career
playing for Hal Mumme,
a coach who always
went all-in for offense. 
Stewart, a linebacker

at UK, played 13 years
in the Canadian Foot-
ball League at defensive
end after leaving UK
and won four Grey Cup

championships. He was
the CFL’s outstanding
defensive player in
2004, was a two-time
all-star and had 70
sacks and 10 intercep-
tions.
UK’s offense was led

by quarterback Tim
Couch, receiver Craig
Yeast and running back
Anthony White during
Stewart’s career. Stew-
art enjoyed his time at
UK but not the lack of
focus Mumme put on
defense.
“We were good. We

went to back to back
bowls. It was a great
time for Kentucky foot-
ball and we really en-
joyed it despite not
really getting to show
the talent we did have
on defense. We had a
top 20 defense with
coach Curry and (assis-
tant) coach (Mike
Archer). We were tough,
played hard,” Stewart
said.
“I get you have to

score points to win
games but there’s noth-
ing wrong with having a
great offense and great
defense and we could
have had that.”
Now he thinks Ken-

tucky could have both
this year after winning
a combined 18 games
the previous two years.
“I get you have got to

score points to win
games,” Stewart said.
“But it is great to have a
combination of offense
and defense. Look at
what they have been
doing here defensively.
That recipe for winning
is awesome. 
“We are excited about

Kentucky football right
now. Our goal is to get
to the SEC champi-
onship. Buy tickets. I
know it is tough times,
but come out and sup-
port us. This is going to
be a special season.”
Stewart believes he

inherited a “great
group” of players from
former defensive line
coach Derrick LeBlanc
along with terrific play-
ers recruited by Mark
Stoops and his staff.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Softball hitter brings natural talent to UK

STAFF REPORT
Teams will be selected by this

weekend and youth baseball and
softball players will be able to get on
the field for practice next week.
Recreational sports has been pro-

hibited since March due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 
“We have been working with the

LABS league to provide a safe envi-
ronment for kids this summer,” said
Tanner Tabor, president of the Crit-
tenden County Dugout Club, which
coordinates local youth diamond
sports.
LABS is the league in which Crit-

tenden County youth participate. It

is an acronym for Lakes Area Base-
ball and Softball, and it includes
teams from Lyon, Trigg, Webster
and Caldwell counties.
Organizers have announced that

masks will be optional for players on
the field and that the league will be
using the Team Kentucky guidelines
as a reference for protocol at the
park.
“We will be following the gover-

nor’s guidelines to the best of our
ability,” Tabor said.
The guidelines can be found in

their entirety at
www.kycovid19.ky.gov.
All parents or guardians will also

be asked to sign a waiver before a
child can practice or play. Coaches
will have the waivers and present
them either before or at the first
practice.
Games will begin the week follow-

ing the Fourth of July holiday for
8u, 10u and 12u baseball and soft-
ball leagues. The season will last six
weeks and teams will play 10
games.
Kickball and Coed-Rookie baseball

may begin practicing on July 6.
“All of this is, of course, subject to

change if there becomes a greater
health risk due to the COVID-19
virus,” Tabor said.

Youth leagues return next week
Teams will
be chosen
by end of
week.
Games

will start in
early July.
Kickball

starts later

Indoor sports
complex under
consideration
STAFF REPORT
A proposed agreement between the

county and school district could provide
an indoor athletic facility for area youth.
When Crittenden County sold real es-

tate and other assets belonging to the
local hospital to a private company over a
year ago it didn’t let go of a 20-year-old
steel-frame metal building the hospital
formerly used as a laundry center. The
6,000-square-foot building is located on
Nichols Street west of Crittenden Health
and Rehabilitation Center. It has been
setting idle for several years, used only for
storage by the hospital.
More than a year ago, there was some

discussion about the National Guard Ar-
mory being available as a recreational
center for youth sports, but that plan
never materialized because of restrictions
in the contract between the county and
Department of the Army. The armory is
no longer being used by the military and
the county is leasing it.
Crittenden County Fiscal Court last

month agreed to have the county attorney
draw up an agreement that would allow
Crittenden County School District to

lease the former laundry building. The
school district would use it for indoor
sports activities such as softball, base-
ball, football and perhaps others. It would
also be open for public use under the
school’s facilities plan, much like the
multi-purpose room at the high school.
Batting cages, pitching areas and open
floor spaces would be part of the indoor
facility.
Crittenden County Board of Education

examined a tentative agreement Tuesday
night and will further explore the plan at
its next regular meeting Tuesday, June
16. The fiscal court is scheduled to dis-
cuss further the agreement at its regular
meeting on Thursday, June 18.

Greenwell
knocking 
off dust
STAFF REPORT
Because golf is a sport where players

seldom have reason to come into close
contact with one another, it was among
the first to strike back into action.
This week, Sam Greenwell will tee off

in the second leg of a two-tournament
event sponsored by Bluegrass Junior
Golf. Greenwell, who will be a senior at
Crittenden County High School this sea-
son, is thankful to be back in action.
Greenwell shot an 8-over-par 80 last

week at Calvert City Country Club,
knocking the rust off after a long COVID-
19 shutdown. The second leg of the tour-
nament was set for Wednesday at Paxton
Park in Paducah.
Greenwell qualified for the state tour-

nament last year, finishing 47th overall.
His first-day par round was among the
top three scores in the state. Now, he’s
warming up for his senior season on the
Rocket golf team.  CCHS golfers will
begin practicing next week, says coach
Vickie Hatfield, and pre-season tourna-
ments will get started in early August. So
far, Greenwell is the only local golfer
who’s been participating in summer golf
series events, but Jeremiah Foster will
likely get going soon, Hatfield said.

Local youth sports leaders Nathan Boone
and Tanner Tabor take measurements in-
side the former hospital laundry building. 
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Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
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Staff writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director
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Brenda
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Forgotten
Passages

Although gone from 
sight, memories of the 
old county school hous-
es remain in 
the minds and 
hearts of those 
who attended 
these schools.

 From the his-
tory recorded in 
the archives of 
The Crittenden 
Press we recall 
the first Mat-
toon School.  

___
]March 1, 

1929. The first 
Mattoon School 
was created in 
March of 1929 
when the Board 
of Education 
set up a meet-
ing with the 
patrons of the various 
schools near Repton to 
discuss the matter of a 
school center.  The meet-
ing was to be held at the 
Post Oak School house.

Superintendent F. F. 
McDowell told The Press 
that many people had 
asked for this meeting 
and plans have been 
arranged.  Everyone is 
urged to be present and 
to ask questions relative 
to the school.

At the meeting a pro-
posed consolidation of 
schools near Repton will 
be discussed. The schools 
included are Post Oak, 
Seminary, Applegate, Go-
ing Spring, Moore’s, Oak-
land and possibly others.

A modern building for 
this community school 
center would be con-
structed at some central-
ly located point.  The new 
school, it is said, would 
require only three teach-
ers, where as six or more 
are now employed.

At the meeting sen-
timent concerning the 
project was almost unan-
imously in favor the idea. 
A centrally located point 
would be selected and on 
that site a modern school 
building will be con-
structed, using for the 
most part, volunteer la-
bor, which was promised 
at the meeting.

Motor transportation 
would be provided for the 
students from the dis-
tricts to be consolidated.  
The board was asked to 
also provide two years 
high school work for 
students attending the 
school center.

___
March 22, 1929.  At 

a meeting of the Crit-
tenden County Board of 
Education with Fred F. 
McDowell, superinten-
dent of county schools, 
unanimous approval was 
given the consolidation 
of six schools near Rep-
ton.  Schools to be con-
solidated are Post Oak, 
Seminary, Applegate, Go-
ing Springs, Moore’s and 
Oakland. 

Old school property is 
to be sold and the pro-
ceeds used in helping to 
finance the construction 
of a modern five-room 
building to be used as a 
school center.

Much of the labor for 
the building of the new 
school house was prom-
ised free of charge, the 
promises being made at a 
recent community meet-
ing held at the Post Oak 
School house. 

The location for the 
new consolidated school 
is to be near Mattoon, a 
central location for the 
schools involved in the 
project.  No teacher will 
have more than two or 
three grades at the best.

___
May 17, 1929. J. C. 

McGraw, Sullivan con-
tractor, will start to work 
at once on the construc-
tion of the framework 
of Crittenden County’s 
first consolidated school, 
which is being built near 
Mattoon on U. S. High-
way 60.  The foundation 
is complete and was laid 
in place by volunteer la-
bor from citizens of the 
six districts to be con-
solidated. Later the peo-
ple will be asked to build 
steps and outhouses and  
beautify the grounds.

After the first year, in 
order to meet the needs 
of the enrollment, Mat-
toon became a four-year 
high school.

___
In April of 1931, Mat-

toon High School had 
four students to gradu-
ate.  They were Freder-

ick Brown, Mary Evalena 
Cook, Lee Etta Howerton 
and Alma Leta Nunn.  

This was the 
first graduat-
ing class from 
Mattoon High 
School.  Mr. H. 
W. Faith was 
principal at 
this time.

___
The Senior 

Class of 1938 
consisted of: 
Kathleen Ar-
nold, Chester 
Brantley, Estill 
Brantley, Gene-
va Cullen, Frie-
da Gahagen, 
Nelda Lowery, 
Marquis D. 
Morgan, Sybil 
McDowell, J. T. 

Nation, Chester Newcom, 
Joseph Leonard Newcom, 
Mary Katherine Newcom, 
Aline Tabor and Atha Rae 
Woody.

Let’s meet some of 
these young people that 
are graduating.  These 
sketches appeared in the 
April 7, 1938 edition of 
the Press titled With Our 
Seniors.

Estill D. Brantley is our 
honor senior, for he will 
do the class honors as 
valedictorian on April 22.  
His record of As is one 
to be proud of. He is the 
son of Johnie Brantley, of 
Mattoon, and has spent 
his 12 years of school life 
here. 

Leonard Newcom is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Newcom.  He has been 
in school here for eight 
years, and as proof of 
his faithfulness, we now 
mention how he rides or 
drives 10 miles daily to 
and from school in all 
kinds of weather. He is a 
quiet, thoughtful young 
man who studies careful-
ly and thinks straight. He 
loves a good time and is 
very jolly when he is play-
ing his usual good game 
of volleyball.

 Chester Brantley is 
more widely known as 
“Tildy.” He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ervin 
Brantley, formerly of 
Wheatcroft.  Chester has 
been with us here only 
two years.  He plays ball, 
acts well in plays and is 
a great radio fan. Here’s 
best wishes from all of us 
to “Tildy” for a very happy 
and successful life.  

 Chester C. Newcom is 

the oldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clyde Newcom of the 
Rosebud community.  To 
schoolmates and friends 
he is known as Pepper 
or “Pep.”  For four years 
he has been on Mattoon’s 
basketball team, and for 
the past two years has 
been named on the Dis-
trict All Tournament 
Team.  Also, for the past 
two years he has been 
winner of the 100-yard 
dash for high schools at 
the county fair.  He is also 
a star baseball player.

 John Thomas Nation 
is the son ofMr. and Mrs. 
D. H. Nation of Repton. 
He has spent his entire 
school days at Mattoon 
and has a 12-year re-
cord of all Bs and As with 
more As than Bs. He is 
not only an honor stu-
dent, but he is a leader 
in all school activities. 
During the baseball sea-
son he was a star player.  
His major sport, however, 
is basketball.  He is one 
on the best ball players in 
this section of our state.  
In the District Tourna-
ment Nation was the high 
score man with 39 points 
to his credit.

___
On Dec. 17, 1953, this 

Mattoon school was de-

stroyed by fire. In July of 
1954 Braxton McDonald, 
superintendent of Crit-
tenden County school 
system, gave his report to 
The Crittenden Press on 
the progress of the new 
school being constructed.

A modern new build-
ing is now being erected 
at Mattoon to replace the 
old structure that was de-
stroyed by fire. This new 
elementary unit is for 
students in grades one 
through eight, contains 
six classrooms, an office, 
large restrooms, stor-
age and furnace room, 
lunch room and kitchen 
combination and later a 
multi-purpose room. 

	 The new building 
will be one of the most 
modern in the county.  Its 
dimensions are 55x133 
feet and also has indoor 
toilets. The new one-sto-
ry edifice situated on the 
lot of the old school is of 
concrete block and brick 
veneer construction.

The enrollment at 
Mattoon is around 200, 
which now included the 
enrollments from nearby 
one room schools of Bak-
er, Dempsey, Bells Mines, 
Weston, Heath, Prospect, 
and Hoods Creek.

Mr. McDonald also 

pointed out that the Mat-
toon Parent-Teachers 
Association had raised 
money through public 
donation to build the caf-
eteria and is also plan-
ning to equip it. 

When school opened 
that fall of 1954, the 
new Mattoon school was 
ready for the students.  

___
Mattoon school had 

been through many 
changes during its life-
time.  Mattoon saw the 
consolidation of more 
one-room schools, the 
removal of the high 
school grades to Critten-
den County, then later 
the seventh and eighth 
grades being moved to 
the Crittenden County 
Middle School. The final 
chapter for the school 

was its closing in the fall 
of 1981 as it was consol-
idated with the new Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary School in Marion.  

All of our communities 
hated to see the closing 
of their local schools.  It 
was hard on the students 
and parents and was dev-
astating to their commu-
nity.

But I’m sure the Spir-
it of Mattoon will always 
live in the hearts of the 
students that once went 
to school there.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Pictured is the Mattoon school built in 1930. It was the 
first consolidated school in Crittenden County. Students 
from six one-room county schools attended here. 
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I have heard it said that 
it is not a good thing to 
mix religion with politics. 
The only problem with 
that is its impossibility. 
We may mean different 
things when we say it but, 
upon reflection, 
we know the 
two are inex-
tricably locked 
together. What 
I attempt to do 
personally is 
not allow party 
politics to drive 
the bus. This 
will, at some 
point, confuse 
most people 
about where I 
stand on some 
things. 

For example, 
if I say that I 
am pro-this 
or anti-that, 
party political 
types will lump 
in a bunch of 
other unrelat-
ed planks and assume I 
stand on the same plat-
form. This occasionally 
leads to someone saying, 
“I thought you were on our 
side.” It can be a prickly 
life. There will certainly 
be people who strongly 
disagree, but it is impos-
sible to keep religion and 
politics separated. Our 
constitution forbids gov-
ernment from state-sup-
porting religion, which is 
not the same thing.

For the last three 
months we have been in a 
crisis. The crisis has been 
made worse by confusing 
(and occasionally contra-
dictory) information being 
given. It has been made 
worse because the Unit-
ed States is a huge land 
mass and vastly different 
in population density and 
temperament from place 
to place. 

And into this tension 
and anxiety we throw 
in another high-profile 
death of a black man at 
the hands of a white po-
lice officer. As with the 
COVID19 crisis, one’s 
personal thoughts and 
feelings are somewhat ir-
relevant. The nation has 
convulsed again toward 
an all-out seizure.

We are in a bad spot 
right now with self-in-
terested leadership on 
every side. Too many of 
our religious leaders have 
aligned with party-politics 
for photo ops benefitting 
their ministry or cam-
paign. A complicit media 
fans the flames for the 

sake of ratings. Social me-
dia posts “gotcha” memes 
that cement confirmation 
bias firmly into our souls. 
There seems almost no-
where we can turn to for 
help. What we will find 

is more of the 
same.

It will take 
us a while to 
dig out of this 
mess. Even 
when these 
crises have 
passed, we will 
simply lurch 
to the next one 
unless we edu-
cate ourselves. 
We are reap-
ing the fruit of 
ignoring the 
liberal arts in 
education. It 
has not been 
eliminated, but 
it has greatly 
diminished. 

How do we 
make bad sit-

uations worse? We fail 
to teach critical think-
ing skills. We ignore reli-
gious education. Yes, that 
would include world re-
ligions other than Chris-
tianity and Judaism. We 
fail to have honest, ethical 
discussions in our history 
classes – that is classes, 
plural. We graduate chil-
dren who do not know 
anything about how our 
government is supposed 
to work. We fail to teach 
social skills and the val-
ue of respectful dialogue. 
This is not our teachers’ 
fault. It is ours for allow-
ing students to fail with-
out consequence. Teach-
ers do not make the rules.

Thomas Jefferson was a 
believer in “the people” so 
long as they were educat-
ed and informed. He said, 
“Whenever the people are 
well informed, they can 
be trusted with their own 
government; that whenev-
er things get so far wrong 
as to attract their notice, 
they may be relied on to 
set them to rights.

Even with all of this, I 
am not pessimistic. I re-
main ever hopeful that 
people with reasoned 
voices and arguments will 
eventually win the day. 
However, I am not at all 
certain what the journey 
from here to there will 
look like.

These are good days to 
hear again the prophet 
Hosea. This is directed at 
the leaders and is remark-
ably contemporary.

There is no faithfulness 

or kindness,
and no knowledge of 

God in the land;
there is swearing, ly-

ing, killing, stealing, and 
committing adultery; they 
break all bounds and 
murder follows murder.

Therefore the land 
mourns,

and all who dwell in it 
languish,

and also the beasts of 
the field,

and the birds of the air;
and even the fish of the 

sea are taken away.
Yet let no one contend,
and let none accuse,
for with you is my con-

tention, O priest.
My people are destroyed 

for lack of knowledge;
because you have re-

jected knowledge,
I reject you from being a 

priest to me.
And since you have 

forgotten the law of your 
God,

I also will forget your 
children.

They feed on the sin of 
my people;

they are greedy for their 
iniquity.

For lack of knowledge 
my people perish.

(Hosea 4:1b-4,6,8)
And as an encourage-

ment, this from Psalm 
121.

I lift up my eyes to the 
hills.

From whence does my 
help come?

My help comes from the 
LORD,

who made heaven and 
earth.

He will not let your foot 
be moved,

he who keeps you will 
not slumber.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Making a bad situation worse

n There will be a singing 
in Fredonia featuring The 
Gospelaires from Hunting-
ton, Tn. starting at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, June 13 at the Li-
ons Club building on Shelby 
Street. Food will be served. 
Everyone is welcome.

n Homecoming featur-
ing Bro. Steve Stone and 
the Stone family will start 
around 1 p.m., Sunday, 
June 14 at Maranatha Bap-
tist Church, 1442 Cedar 
Grove, Salem, Ky. Every-
one is welcome.

n Salem Baptist Thrift 
Store, 209 Highland Street, 
Salem, Ky., will be reopen-
ing on Tuesday, June 16th. 
Hours will remain as nor-
mal 9 a.m.-1 p.m. For now 
we will not be accepting 
donations. There will be a 
limited amount of people to 
enter at one time. Everyone 
required to wear mask and 
social distance.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 

Saturday of every month.
n First Baptist Church 

of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n The clothes closet of 
First Baptist Church of Fre-
donia is open from 1 to 3 
p.m. every Thursday. It is 
located at the back of the 
church’s Family Life Center 

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congregation  
Have  Something Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 965-
3191

Church Events & News

Question: I have been 
sick since I was a young 
adult. Sometimes my pain 
is excruciating. I have of-
ten wondered what good 
can come from my pain 
and difficulties?

Answer: Pain and dif-
ficulties can either make 
you bitter or better. You 
can become angry at 
God and complain or you 
can use your hardship to 
draw you closer to God 
each moment and to un-
derstand others.

In times of pain and 
suffering we realize we 
need help and it is only 
natural to call out to God 
for His presence to make 
it through another day. 
As we call out to Him we 

are assured the resurrected 
Lord Jesus will be present 
with us (2 Cor. 4:14).

In your pain, you can 
know the hope of a better 
existence throughout all 
eternity. The Scripture tells 
us, “So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 
4:18). Our short life on earth 
is not all there is.

Furthermore, every part 
of life—including pain—is 

an opportunity to glorify 
God. As we endure hard-
ship with God’s help, it dis-
plays the life we have in 
Him and He receives glory 
and others are drawn to 
Him.

A distant cousin has suf-
fered greatly with Crohn’s 
Disease and recently en-
dured gall bladder surgery. 
She wrote on her Facebook 
page, “I feel real good to-
day, just sore. I’m going 
to be fine. I have a good 
doctor and the best heal-
er—our loving God.”  Notice 
how God is working in your 
difficulties and share it with 
others.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

God can be honored in your pain

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

KENTUCKY TODAY 
For the 13th consec-

utive year, the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
reported a drop in its 
membership. Total mem-
bership in the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
fell almost 2 percent to 
14,525,579 from 2018 
to 2019. The decline of 
287,655 members is the 
largest single-year drop 
in more than 100 years.

While the statistical 
decline is concerning for 
the largest Protestant de-
nomination in America, 
Ronnie Floyd, the SBC 
Executive Committee’s 
president and CEO, also 
expressed concern with 
the length of time and 
effort needed to collect 
information from coop-

erating churches, as well 
as the lack of uniformity, 
which combine to pre-
vent a complete statisti-
cal picture of the denom-
ination.

In addition to the de-
crease in membership, 
average weekly worship 
service and Sunday 
School or small group at-
tendance each dropped 
by less than 1 percent. 
Average worship ser-
vice attendance fell to 
5,250,230, while average 
small group attendance 
declined to 3,236,196.

Total baptisms fell by 
more than 4 percent, 
dropping from 246,442 
in 2018 to 235,748 in 
2019. In 2019, there was 
one baptism for every 62 
Southern Baptists.

Southern Baptist Convention 
sees decline in membership



yard sales
Big 3 family yard sale, 
Thurs., June 11, Fri., June 
12 and Sat., June 13. Bell-
ville Manor. (1t-50-p)
pets
Use Happy Jack Skin Balm 
to treat hot spots and aller-
gies on dogs and cats and 
relieve irritation without ste-
roids. Akridge Farm Supply 
(270) 545-3332 (www.ken-
nelvax.com). (3t-50-p)
real estate
2 BR BRICK home for sale 
near Mott City in Critten-
den County. New windows, 
metal roof, carport. Asking 
$42,000. Call (270) 704-
0447. (49-tfc)
for rent
3 BR, 2 bath, central heat/
air, stove and fridge, yard 
maintenance and trash pick-
up $470/month. Deposit and 
references required. (270) 
704-3234. (49-TFC-c)
agriculture
RETIRED POLICE OFFI-
CER living in Eddyville, Ky., 
looking for hunting rights. 
Willing to share game. Also 
hunt nuisance animals in 
season. CAll (270) 388-
4992. (8t-53-p)
employment
NOW HIRING dependable 
residential carpenter. To in-
quire please call (270) 965-
5893. (4t-53-c)IC
RELIABLE WORKERS 
needed for full-time, 1st & 
2nd shift positions available 
now.  Strong solid company 
with a bright future! Good 
starting wage $10 & up 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Lib-
erty Tire Recycling, 2071 
US 60 West, Marion KY 
or email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-3613. 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er.​ (2t-51-c) 10.9
THE EARLE C. CLEMENTS 
JOB CORPS ACADEMY 
is seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran.  
To view current openings 
and qualifications and to ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today.” 
(4t-52-p)
services
BUSHHOGGING (270) 969-
0871. (3t-52-p)
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, Jr., 
1240 Valley View Rd., Mar-
ion, KY 42064. (52t-28-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel build-
ings, walls, sidewalks, drive-
ways, room additions. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-52-p)
legal notices

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Map Amendment

A request for a Zoning Map 
Amendment for the property 
located at 154 Pippi Hardin 
Boulevard, Marion, KY has 
been filed with the Marion 
Planning Commission.  A 
request to rezone the prop-
erty/properties from Industri-
al-2 to Residential-3 will be 
considered.
A public hearing will be held 
at 6:00 P.M. on June 25th, 
2020 before the Marion 
Planning Commission at the 
Council Chambers in City 
Hall, 217 South Main Street, 
Marion, KY.
A request for a Zoning Map 
Amendment for the proper-
ty located at 533 East De-
pot Street, Marion, KY has 
been filed with the Marion 
Planning Commission.  A 
request to rezone the prop-
erty/properties from Resi-
dential-3 to Commercial-3 
will be considered.
A public hearing will be held 
at 6:00 P.M. on June 25th, 
2020 before the Marion 
Planning Commission at the 
Council Chambers in City 
Hall, 217 South Main Street, 
Marion, KY.
A request for a Zoning Map 
Amendment for the prop-
erty located at 312 West 
Gum Street, Marion, KY has 
been filed with the Marion 
Planning Commission.  A 
request to rezone the prop-
erty/properties from Com-
mercial-1 to Industrial-1 will 
be considered.
A public hearing will be held 
at 6:00 P.M. on June 25th, 
2020 before the Marion 
Planning Commission at the 
Council Chambers in City 
Hall, 217 South Main Street, 
Marion, KY.
For further information con-
tact the Marion Planning 
and Zoning Coordinator at 
(270) 965-2266. (1t-50-c) This 
advertisement was paid for by City of Marion us-
ing taxpayer dollars in the amount of $103.25.

 NOTICE OF PASSAGE 
AND 

SUMMARY OF
ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-08: 
AN ORDINANCE CON-

FIRMING THE SALE AND 
AWARDING A NON-EX-

CLUSIVE FRANCHISE TO 
ATMOS ENERGY COR-

PORATION, FOR A TERM 
OF TEN (10) YEARS FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION, 

OPERATION AND MAIN-
TENANCE OF A NATURAL 
GAS DISTRIBUTION SYS-
TEM ALONG AND UNDER 
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY 

WITHIN THE CITY OF 

MARION, KENTUCKY, IN 
RETURN FOR WHICH 
FRANCHISEE SHALL 
PAY TO THE CITY AN 

ANNUAL SUM EQUAL TO 
TWO PERCENT (2%) OF 
THE GROSS REVENUES 

DERIVED FROM THE 
FRANCHISE AWARDED 

HEREIN. 
Notice is hereby given 

that the City Council of the 
City of Marion, Kentucky, 
at a special called meet-
ing held on May 28, 2020 
at 5:15 o’clock p.m., gave 
second reading and passed 
and adopted an Ordinance 
relating to the Marion Code 
of Ordinances, which Ordi-
nance had been given its 
first reading at a special call 
meeting of the City Council 
held on May 21, 2020, at 
5:15 o’clock p.m. A sum-
mary of the Ordinance is as 
follows: 

The Ordinance grants to 
Atmos Energy Corporation, 
its successors and assigns, 
the non-exclusive right to 
operate and maintain a nat-
ural gas distribution system 
in the City of Marion, Ken-
tucky and subsequent addi-
tions. It further provides for 
the compensation to the City 
for a period of ten years in 
exchange for this non-exclu-
sive right at the rate of 2% of 
gross revenues. 
The full text of the Ordi-
nance is on file in the Office 
of the City Clerk in the City 
Building, Marion, Kentucky, 
where it is available for pub-
lic inspection. 

PREPARED BY: 
_/s/Robert B. Fraz-
er______________ 

ROBERT B. FRAZER 
CITY ATTORNEY 

FRAZER & MASSEY 
ATTORNEYS –AT- LAW 

P.O. BOX 361 
MARION, KY 42064 

270/965-2261
May 28, 2020 (1t-50-c)

This advertisement was paid for by City of 
Marion using taxpayer dollars in the amount of 
$136.50.

 NOTICE OF PASSAGE 
AND 

SUMMARY OF
ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-09: 
AN ORDINANCE GRANT-

ING TO FRANCHISEE, 
THE NON-EXCLUSIVE 

RIGHT TO ERECT, MAIN-
TAIN AND OPERATE IN, 
UNDER, OVER, ALONG, 
ACROSS THE STREETS, 

LANES, AVENUES, 
SIDEWALKS, ALLEYS, 

BRIDGES, HIGHWAYS, 
EASEMENTS DEDICATED 
FOR COMPATIBLE USES 

AND OTHER PUBLIC 
PLACES IN THE CITY 

OF MARION, KENTUCKY 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT 
ADDITIONS THERETO, 
TOWERS, CABLES AND 
ANCILLARY FACILITIES 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONSTRUCTING, OP-

ERATING, MAINTAINING 
AND REPAIRING CABLE 
SERVICE FOR A PERIOD 
OF FIFTEEN (15) YEARS 
REGULATING THE SAME 

AND PROVIDING FOR 
COMPENSATION OF THE 

CITY 
Notice is hereby given 

that the City Council of the 
City of Marion, Kentucky, 
at a special called meet-
ing held on May 28, 2020, 
at 5:15 o’clock p.m., gave 
second reading and passed 
and adopted an Ordinance 
relating to the Marion Code 
of Ordinances, which Or-
dinance had been given 
its first reading at a special 
called meeting of the City 
Council held on May 21, 
2020, at 5:15 o’clock p.m. A 
summary of the Ordinance 
is as follows: 

The Ordinance grants to 
MediaCom Southeast, LLC, 
its successors and assigns, 
the non-exclusive right to 
operate and maintain cable 
service in the City of Marion, 
Kentucky and subsequent 
additions. It further provides 
for the compensation to the 
City for a period of fifteen 
years in exchange for this 

non-exclusive right. 
The full text of the Ordi-

nance is on file in the Office 
of the City Clerk in the City 
Building, Marion, Kentucky, 
where it is available for pub-
lic inspection. 

PREPARED BY: 
_/s/Robert B. Fraz-
er______________ 

ROBERT B. FRAZER 
CITY ATTORNEY 

FRAZER & MASSEY 
ATTORNEYS –AT- LAW 

P.O. BOX 361 
MARION, KY 42064 

270/965-2261
May 28, 2020  (1t-50-c)

This advertisement was paid for by City of 
Marion using taxpayer dollars in the amount of 
$141.75.
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Alexa Black, 
daughter of Anita 
McDonald and 
Glenn Black, both of 
Livingston County, 
and Daryl Tabor, 
son of James and 
Betty Tabor of Mar-
ion, were married 
Friday, May 1, 2020, 
in a small private 
ceremony overlook-
ing the Ohio River in 
Carrsville. 

The bride is a 
graduate of Living-
ston Central High 
School and Western 

Kentucky Com-
munity and Techni-
cal College. She is 
employed as a free-
lance illustrator, de-
signer and writer. 

The groom is a 
graduate of Crit-
tenden County High 
School and Murray 
State University. He 
is employed by Pax-
ton Media Group as 
a reporter at The 
Herald Ledger in Ed-
dyville. 

The couple resides 
in Marion. 

Tabor

Wedding

Each Tuesday and 
Thursday in June, the 
Crittenden County 
Public Library will 
share Summer 
Reading activities 
through Facebook 
Live. It isn’t too late to 
register for the 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram. Call the library 
to learn more.  

Because COVID-19 
is preventing the li-
brary from holding its 
program in person, 
staff have improvised 
and adjusted plans to 
be able to offer pro-
gramming through 
Facebook Live.  

Each Facebook 
event begins at 10:30 
a.m. for children. Teen 
events are offered at 2 
p.m. each Tuesday. 
Adult events are also 
planned. 

Contact Brandie 
Ledford, Director, at 
(270) 965-3354 for 
more information 
about programming. 

The following are de-
scriptions of library 
programs the first two 
weeks in June. Watch 
for additional infor-
mation to be pub-
lished in The 
Crittenden Press. 
Youth Events 

June 11 Make a 
magic bag! That bot-
tomless bag that 
carries an endless 
supply of sweets and 
tissues just like 
granny? We’re making 
a magic one. Curbside 
pickup will be avail-
able for materials. 

June 16, Imagine a 
Creature: LBL Wood-
lands Nature Center. 
Join us for a special 
online presentation by 
some amazing ani-
mals that learned how 
to use video streaming 
technology during the 
quarantine.  

June 18 Make a 
dragon! Together we’ll 
make your own pet 
dragon. Geared for the 
preschoolers but open 
to all ages. Curbside 
pickup will be avail-
able for materials. 
Teen Events 

Teen events at the 
library will be offered 
with teen librarian 
Elizabeth Tosh 
through Facebook Live 

at 2 p.m.  
June 16 Map It: The 

story maps given are 
to help you get the 
bare bones of the story 
on paper, this will help 
you build from the 
main ideas.  

June 23 What’s In 
Your Wardrobe. This 
activity will be a sim-
ple imagination 
booster, you will be 
drawing what you 
think would be in your 
wardrobe if it was a 
magical portal just 
from opening the 

doorway.  
Adult Events 

All programs will be 
held using Zoom on-
line. Call the library at 
(270) 965-3354 to get 
a meeting room link.  

June 17 Into the 
Woods Citizen Science 
Workshop at 2 p.m., 
on Zoom. Learn ways 
to perform citizen 
science this summer. 

June 24 and July 22 
Bring Your Own Book 
Club, 11:30 a.m. 
Bring the books you’ve 
read lately to this 

Zoom session. 
June 8 and July 13, 

CCPL Writer’s Work-
shops. 6 p.m. on 
Zoom. Learn the craft 
of writing with pub-
lished authors in your 
community. 

Camp Nanowrimo 
Writing Challenge- 
July 1-31.Kickoff is 
July 1 at 2 p.m., on 
Zoom. Write a novel in 
30 days this summer. 
Take the Camp Nano-
wrimo challenge! on 
Zoom. 

 

Library programs go Live, Zoom

Potter, Brown 
receive local 
scholarship  

The Crittenden 
County Conservation 
District awarded a 
$250 scholarship to 
Jenna Potter and 
Shelby Brown. The 
District wants to wish 
them well in continuing 
their education.

 

MCC names 
dean’s list  

The following Crit-
tenden County res-
idents were named to 
the Dean’s List at 
Madisonville Com-
munity College after 
earning a GPA of 3.5 
or higher while taking 
12 credit hours: Nikki  
Adams, Hannah Bell, 
Brandy Book, Shelby 
Cooper, Samantha 
Cummins, Kirsten 
DeBoe, Jaycie Driver, 
Ashleigh Dunkerson, 
Jennifer Epley, Jagger 
Hayes, Trinity Hayes 
and Ellie Smith.

 

Butler on 
Berea list  

Rachel Butler of 
Marion has been 
named to the dean’s 
list at Berea. To be 
honored on the dean’s 
list, students must 
earn a 3.4 GPA and 
pass at least four 
courses equivalent to 
16 credit hours.

 
 

Uniquely Kentucky 
Guess’ shop features Bluegrass goods

Everything you 
see in Stella Guess’ 
new Crittenden 
County shop is Ken-
tucky crafted. From 
wood products to 
rugs and bath soaps 
to aprons, every-
thing has a Ken-
tucky connection. 

“I’ve been working 
on it for over a year 
collecting and con-
tacting people,” said 
Guess of her shop 
called Keeping It 
Rural in Kentucky 
on Ky. 365 between 
Marion and Sturgis. 

Everything sold in 
the store is made in 

Kentucky, and 
Guess plans to add 
more.  

Guess collected 
business cards from 

Kentucky artisans 
and continues to 
add merchandise to 
her unique shop. 

Senior Menu 
The Crittenden 

County Senior Center 
is offering a drive-
through for daily hot 
meals. Lunches must 
be reserved by calling 
(270) 965-5229. They 
can be picked up Mon-
day through Friday at 
11:30 a.m. 

Menu includes: 
June 11 Green 

pepper casserole, new 
buttered potatoes, 
tropical fruit and 
wheat roll. 

June 12 Chicken 
alfredo, buttered spin-
ach, garlic breadstick, 
Mandarin oranges and 
margarine. 

June 15 Vegetable 
soup, hamburger on 
whole wheat bun with 
lettuce, tomato and 
onion and oatmeal rai-
sin cookie. 

June 16 BBQ 
chicken on wheat bun, 
baked potato, green 

bean casserole, baked 
apples with raisins 
and margarine and 
sour cream. 

June 17 Baked po-
tato soup, chicken 
drumstick, seasoned 
peas, cornbread and 
pear crisp. 

8

Stella Guess inside Keeping it Rural in Kentucky.
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FAIR IS ON TRACK
Crittenden County’s

Lions Club Fair is on
track to be held as
scheduled with events
from July 18 through
Aug. 1. 
The Lions Club met

recently and decided to
have the event al-
though some commu-
nities have cancelled
their fairs.
A car show will open

the summer event on
July 18, a truck and
tractor pull and  a
youth pageant will be
July 25, the upper divi-
sion pageants will be
July 27-28, an Enduro
Derby is planned for
July 31 and the popular
demolition derby is
Aug. 1.

Farming rolls
in dry weather
Primary farming ac-

tivities across Kentucky
in early June include
the continued planting
of corn and soybeans
and cutting hay. Farm-

ers were able to make a
good deal of headway
in the fields over the
last couple of weeks
thanks to accommo-
dating weather, said
the Kentucky Agricul-
ture Service. 
Planting progress

had been stunted by
consistent rain in prior
weeks so drier condi-
tions were a welcome
change. There was a
great deal of hay cut
last week. As the cut-
ting moved along,
there was some ex-
pressed optimism re-
garding yields. Soybean
planting continues to
outpace both last year
and the five year aver-
age. Corn planting is
on par with last year
and slightly behind the
five year average. The
corn crop is 79 percent

emerged while soy-
beans are 50 percent
emerged. The average
height of corn at this
juncture is 15 inches. 
The freeze event

that occurred several
weeks ago has been al-
luded to often when
discussing crop condi-
tions. Despite this
event, corn and soy-
beans remain in mostly
good condition and ap-
pear to have been
largely spared. Winter
wheat was damaged by
the freeze and there
will be losses. With that
being said, the overall
wheat crop is mostly
fair to good, however
the margins are closer
than corn and soy-
beans. 
barrel / pole
horse show
Crittenden County

Fairgrounds will host a
NBHA Jackpot Barrel
and Pole Show on Fri-
day, June 19.
The sanctioned

event will open for

training at 4:30 p.m.,
and the show will begin
at 7 p.m.
There will be

warmup barrels and
poles, pee wee and
youth divisions and
adult and open classes.
For more information,
call Mandy Hunt at
270-871-9957.

CORRECTION
Phyllis Sykes was in-

advertently left off the
list of six incumbents
who have filed to run
for re-election to Mar-
ion City Council. All of
the current members
and one challenger
have filed to fill six
seats on the council.
Voting for this non-
partisan race will be
held in November.
However, balloting is
now underway in the
primary election. Ma-
chine voting at the
courthouse and absen-
tee voting by mail is
available now, ahead of
the June 23 Election
Day.

DRIVERS
Continued from page 1
thirds of the counties are
offering the written test.
Nearby, Livingston, Lyon
and Hopkins counties are
among those where test-
ing is being done. All Crit-
tenden County tests are
being scheduled at
Madisonville, according
to the Crittenden Circuit
Clerk’s office.
“My mom called the

Crittenden Courthouse to
schedule my test,” said
Trace Derrington, an-
other local 16-year-old
whose birthday fell in late
March and has missed a
couple of months of driv-
ing with a learner’s per-
mit.
He, and others in simi-

lar situations, scheduled
the written test in Hop-
kins County. 
Kentucky’s graduated

license system requires
new drivers to operate
with a learning permit for
six months before they
can receive an intermedi-
ate license. With a per-
mit, they can only drive
with a parent or guardian
in the vehicle. During the
intermediary phase,
teenagers have an inter-
mediate license and are
able to drive on their own,
but with two restrictions
on their driving privileges
– one restricting driving
between midnight and 6
a.m., and a second re-
stricting the driver to only
one unrelated passenger
under the age of 20.
Derrington, who lives in

Marion with a single
mother that works during
the day, says the pan-
demic sidelined his ability
to get a permit in ordi-
nary time. That’s going to
mean a couple of extra
months of having to hitch
a ride to activities during
the day.
“Like going to football

practice,” he said. “I’d
hoped to get my license
so I could drive myself to
practice and maybe even
be able to take younger
teammates.”
That’s not going to hap-

pen any time soon be-
cause he must drive with
a learner’s permit until
almost Christmas.
Hadlee Rich of Marion

turned 16 less than a
month ago so her timeout
will not be as long as the
boys. However, she says
the process has become
more difficult and she’s
been frustrated by having
to wait longer for a per-
mit.

“We had to call Critten-
den County Courthouse
to request an application
then go get it. We will
have to take the applica-
tion to Madisonville for
the test then bring it back
to the courthouse here to
get the permit,” Rich said.
“It makes it more diffi-
cult, but it’s okay. I un-
derstand the need for
precautions.”
Kentucky State Police

Commissioner Rodney
Brewer said last week
that there were about
3,274 people who were
scheduled for testing
when the clerks’ offices
closed, and those people
can go to the top of the
list for their written test,
if the clerks’ offices agree.
“Our plan as the clerks’

offices open is to concen-
trate on the written per-
mit test and to get as
many of those out of the
way as we can, and July
1 is our target date to
start the actual skills
test, where they go out
and take the driving test,”
he said in a news release
issued late last week.
Some states like Wis-

consin and Georgia have
waived the skills test if
new licensees meet some
qualifications, including
having parental consent.
Teens who come in to

take the written test will
be required to wear a
mask, as will the test ex-
aminer. Testing kiosks
will be cleaned and disin-
fected between each per-
son. There are currently
no plans to extend testing
hours.
Mundy said he’s had a

vehicle since February.
“But it’s just sitting

there in the garage. We
have a long driveway that
connects to my grandpar-
ent’s house. I sometimes
drive it over there,” he
said. “But that’s it.”
As for adults wanting to

take the commercial dri-
ver’s license test, or CDL,
there are more sites
opening up in the near
future. Right now, there
are just five in Kentucky.
For those wanting to

get a REAL ID, which was
to be required by Oct. 1
for such things as board-
ing a domestic flight or
entering a government fa-
cility, due to the pan-
demic the U. S.
Department of Homeland
Security has postponed
that requirement until
Oct. 1, 2021, according to
the Transportation Cabi-
net.

BACK
Continued from page 1
and disinfect.”
While masks clearly will

be part of campus life
when schools reopen,
Clark says they will prob-
ably not have to be worn
all day long. In crowded
settings such as lunch
lines and hallways,
masks will be necessary.
Students will be able to
use their own face cover-
ings, but schools will also
be prepared to provide
personal protective
equipment (PPE) for those
who need it.
Transportation will be a

great challenge, Clark
said. Students will need
to have their temperature
checked before getting
onto a bus and social dis-
tancing will mean every
other seat will be vacant.
Who will check tempera-
tures of those students
who ride buses to school?
“It won’t be the bus

driver,” said Clark. 
He said most buses

currently have adult
monitors who ride along
the routes. It’s likely that
every bus will have a
monitor who will be re-
sponsible for checking
temps. Those details,
however, are incomplete
at this time.
Wayne Winters, trans-

portation director for the
school district, said about
800 students are trans-
ported by bus each
school day. The district
normally has 19 bus
routes. Clark said more
buses may need to be put
on the road in order to get
everyone to school. Some
buses may run two short
routes.
The school district has

conducted an online sur-
vey to check the pulse of
parents and the commu-

nity. Clark said another
survey will be conducted
in a few weeks to see if
anything has changed as
the virus evolves.
“Ninety-two percent of

our folks say they desire
to get back to a normal
school start sometime in
August,” Clark said,
pointing to survey data
collected over the past
couple of weeks.
An alternate schedule

where one group of stu-
dents might go to school
on Mondays and Wednes-
days and another group
on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days was not popular,
Clark said. 
“And for good reason,”

the superintendent said.
Difficulties coordinating
child care and inadequate
internet service for home
learning are among the
reasons an alternative
school week might not
work.
Students who are un-

able or unwilling to re-
turn to a near normal
school environment will
be accommodated, Clark
explained. There will be
work-from-home plans
for students who might
have compromised health
conditions or fears of re-
turning to the classroom
because of the risk.
The school district will

continue to examine mul-
tiple options amid a cli-
mate of change.
“We’re trying to get

back to normal,” Clark
said, but that must occur
with the safety and
health of 1,300 students,
bus drivers, food service
works and teachers in
mind.
The entire interview

with Supt. Clark can be
viewed online at The Crit-
tenden Press YouTube
channel, Facebook and at
The-Press.com.



Paving projects
will repair streets
inside city limits
STAFF REPORT
More than 20 city streets are

getting some much-needed atten-
tion over the next few days.
Paving projects that were sched-

uled to begin this week will tem-
porarily disrupt traffic in some
areas.
Improvement projects will be

conducted in several parts of the
city. Some of the work is con-
nected to the ongoing sewer sys-
tem upgrade. Construction last fall
and winter on the sewer collection
system left some streets damaged.
Those areas will be fixed and then
others will be repaired as part of
local and state-funded projects.
Marion received $150,000 last

fall from the Kentucky Department
of Transportation to pave Country
Club Drive. The city completed
base repairs there earlier this
spring. The new pavement will go
from U.S. 60 West to U.S. 641
along Country Club and Industrial
drives.

Additionally, there will some
state mutual aid street repairs.
Marion received about $60,000 for
this summer’s work. Streets on the
priority improvement list are Oak
Hill, Watson, Weldon, Blackburn
and Industrial Drive.
Marion City Administrator Adam

Ledford says paving by Rogers
Group should be completed by
next week so long as the weather
cooperates. Work began early
Tuesday morning, however, rains
temporarily delayed the beginning
of the paving projects.

Pictured at right is a section of
Moore Street that has been a mess
since the sewer distribution system
upgrade was done last winter. It is
among the streets that will be re-
paired.

List of Streets Scheduled for Paving
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STAFF REPORT
As Marion residents

continue to emerge from
the pandemic lockdown,
behaviors will change
and policing will certainly
pick up, but for the past
three months criminal
activity and other prob-
lems like car crashes
have predictably been
way down.
Marion Police Chief

Ray O’Neal said it has
been the “quietest three
months” in his 21-year
career on the police force.
His officers wrote no

traffic tickets during the
month of April. That ties
a record, at the very
least.
“I don’t ever remember

us having a month where
there wasn’t a single cita-
tion,” he said.
“But it’s picking back

up,” he said early this
week. “People are start-
ing to get out more.”
The police department

was careful to limit its
personal contact during
the height of the pan-
demic crisis. Now that
the court system has re-
opened, O’Neal antici-
pates a return to
something more routine.
With data provided by

the police department,
The Press complies and
tracks monthly trends in
policing inside the city.
Here are some things we
found after examining
police records from
March, April and May of
2020 and comparing
them to information from
the same period in 2019.
•Officers were on patrol

an average of 3,005 miles
during the COVID-19
months. That’s up 500
miles from the three
months in 2019. Officers
were on patrol even more
in April and May – the
full months of pandemic
influence – traveling an
average of 3,177 miles.
•Security checks and

responses to alarms were
up a bit during the three
month pandemic period
and calls for service and
complaints were down
about 10 percent.
•Criminal investiga-

tions were down slightly
from March through May
and domestic violence
cases were the same. Ac-
cording to a number of
published reports, do-
mestic violence has in-
creased worldwide during
the pandemic lockdown.
•Felony arrests were

down 66 percent and
misdemeanor cases
dropped from an average
of 5.3 per month to 3.6
during the three-month
pandemic period.
•Traffic accidents in-

side the city fell from 19
to seven during the
three-month period ex-
amined, pointing to less
traffic, particularly dur-
ing the first weeks of the
lockdown. Traffic cita-
tions experienced a simi-
lar drop from an average
of 15 a month, down to
just over seven.
There was a traffic fa-

tality just outside the city
limits last month. It was
the first person to die in-
side a vehicle during a
crash here in 18 months.

MPD activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department from

MAY 2020 compares figures with MAY 2019 and reflects
year-to-date totals for 2020.

                                                              May                MAY                  2020
CATEGORY                                        2019             2020              TOTAL
Miles driven/patrolled         3,054         3,289         14,306
Criminal investigations           13              12                44
Domestics                                  7              13                54
Felony Arrests                           2                1                51
Misdemeanor arrests                8                8                25
Non-criminal arrests                10                8                26
DUI arrests                                1                1                  4
Criminal summons served        1                0                  8
Traffic citations                        21              11                63
Traffic warnings                       21                2                27
Other citations                         23              10                38
Parking tickets                           1                0                  0
Traffic accidents                        8                5                13
Security checks/alarms          78            156              314
Calls for service                    167            156              951

East Carlisle
Clark
Maxwell
Carr
Walnut
Church
Second

Meadow
Summit
North Jarvis
Hickory Hill
Moore
Leland
Leland Ct.

Chipps
Oak Hills
Watson
Weldon
Blackburn
Industrial Dr.
Country Club Dr.

Traffic issues grind to
nearly full halt during
pandemic shutdown

Cool Creek
Paisley and Layna Ab-
bott enjoy a dip in a
Crittenden County
creek that meanders
through the Amish
country. Temperatures
soared to seasonal
highs last week, mak-
ing water an attractive
place.

COVID-19 is 
putting local
history on hold 
until July 1
STAFF REPORT

The Crittenden County
Historical Museum on
East Bellville Street will
tentatively open for the
season on July 1. 
The museum’s board of

directors met early this
week and decided to
postpone its opening for
a bit longer due to fears
associated with the cur-
rent pandemic.
The museum, which

attracts many guests
each spring and summer,
generally opens in April.
It could have reopened to
the public on Monday of
this week, according to
state guidelines. The Ben
E. Clement Museum,
about a black away, did
open.
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